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If the calculations of diehard Jetsons fans are to be believed, 2022 is the year series patriarch George Jetson will 
be born. The 1962 animated TV show was set precisely 100 years in the future, and Jetson is depicted as 40, thus 
George is projected to be born right around August of next year. But the birth of a future employee of Spacely 
Space Sprockets was not the only thing foretold for 2022. The National Post has rounded up a gallery of predictions 
made specifically about the coming year, some of which date back more than a century. Read on for speculation of 
unfulfilled utopia, avoided doom - and a handful of forecasts that are chillingly accurate. 


"COMMERCIAL FLYING WILL HAVE BECOME ... COMMONPLACE" 


In a 1922 syndicated column, British novelist W.L. George gave his best guesses as to "what the world will be like 
in a hundred years." Particularly in regards to technology, George's predictions are almost pitch-perfect. At a time 
when aircraft could barely make it over the Atlantic Ocean, George predicted the normalization of passenger air 
travel. 


He also predicted the death of American passenger rail in favour of the automobile, and the rise of highways filled 
with "road trucks." Perhaps most stunning of all, atomic research was still in its infancy when George predicted 
nuclear power. "It may also be that atomic energy will be harnessed," he wrote. 


Where George got it dead wrong was in his prediction of military technology. Although he was correct that wars 
would be "less frequent," George surmised that to 2022 the "airplane bomb will seem as out of date as is today the 
hatchet." Fourteen thousand U.S. drone strikes since 2004 would beg to differ. 


"THERE WAS A WORLD, ONCE, YOU PUNK" 


Easily the most well-known depiction of 2022 is the 1973 film Soylent Green. Charlton Heston navigates a planet 
plagued by overpopulation and environmental degradation. In one of the movie's most iconic scenes, a food riot is 
cruelly dispatched with "scoops"; garbage trucks rigged to literally scoop away crowds. 


The 1970s were the height of fears over the "population bomb," the notion that Planet Earth was on an irresistible 
course toward a Malthusian future in which humanity outbred the natural world's ability to sustain it. Soylent Green 
was also one of the first items of pop culture to depict the planet's climate being altered by the greenhouse effect: 
Heston lives in a New York City beset by perpetually stifling high temperatures. 


Despite Soylent Green's predictions on overpopulation, the planet would manage to nearly double its population 
while simultaneously shrinking poverty rates to one of their lowest ever. It's not quite so rosy on the environmental 
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front, but we've still avoided the apocalyptic spectre of a 2022 in which the sight of an unspoiled forest is so rare 
that anybody under the age of 40 thinks it's a myth. 


Probably the film's most prescient prediction, however, was easy access to assisted suicide. The end of the film 
sees Edward G. Robinson's character going "home" - a euphemism for staterun euthanasia clinics. Just this month, 
the European company Sarco debuted a sleek, 3D printed suicide pod that they're looking to market in Switzerland, 
where medically assisted dying is legal. 


"A SECOND AMERICA" Rogers C. Morton was U.S. 


Secretary of the Interior under President Richard Nixon. In 1972, just a couple of years before his boss's resignation 
due to the Watergate scandal, Morton penned a wildly optimistic column for the Fort Lauderdale newspaper 
projecting a 2022 in which the United States was a post-racial society running on clean energy. 


"New energy systems like the fast breeder reactor, geothermal steam and fuel cell will be perfected" predicted 
Morton. What's more, he said the United States of 2022 would "significantly be on the way to resolving our social 
problems in a fashion that is equitable and just." 


"In the next half century we will build a 'Second America,'an American more magnificent and grander than our 
country today," wrote Morton. 


The world's most highly valued carmaker on the eve of 2022 is indeed an American company that makes electric 
vehicles, but the United States still derives up to 81 per cent of its energy from fossil fuels. As for Morton's view of a 
socially just U.S. in 2022, it's a sentiment most Americans would probably dispute, but keep in mind that Morton 
was writing in an era when people were still routinely fired due to their sexual orientation and the U.S. was only five 
years removed from laws that criminalized interracial marriage. 


A"SOCIALIST PARADISE" Of anyone on this list, Jack Wagner gets the ignominious nod for being the most wrong. 
Wagner was as a San Francisco labour organizer, but in 1979 he decided to try his hand at novel-writing. 


The result was The Great Change, a kind of Rip Van Winkle story in which the book's protagonist (who also 
happens to be named Jack) is accidentally frozen in the Arctic for 50 years and awakes into a 2022 that has 
achieved Karl Marx's dream of full communism. 


Wagner predicted that in 1991, a "Great Change" would see the world's workers spontaneously overthrow their 
governments and replace them with "civil planning committees" that would retool the world economy into one free of 
poverty or inequality. The transition would be bloodless, predicted Wagner, as the military around the world would 
immediately see the justice of the revolution and lay down their arms. 


Instead, 1991 would see a wave of spontaneous, bloodless coups going in the precise opposite direction with the 
precipitous collapse of Soviet domination in Eastern Europe, ending with the dissolution of the Soviet Union itself. 


"MAN IN THRALL ... TO THE DAILY TEDIUM OF SHAVING CAN THROW AWAY HIS RAZOR" 


Hugo Gernsback founded the magazine Amazing Stories, the first publication devoted to what he called "science 
fiction." And every Christmas he made a point of sending his friends a pamphlet of "forecasts." For Christmas 1965, 
Gernsback told of a future where shaving would become a relic of a barbaric past. 


"By 2022, science will have perfected a simple, inexpensive injection to stop the growth of such hair, and without 
affecting in any way the luxuriant growth of one's crowning glory,” read a newspaper account of Gernsback's latest 
predictions, which noted the injections would be available for women's legs as well as men's faces. 


"THE YEAR 2022 WILL PROBABLY SEE A LARGE NUMBER OF WOMEN IN CONGRESS" 


One more prediction from W.L. George. George was a lefty in a very conservative age, and as such was able to 
foresee developments in women's equality that would have seemed laughable to many of his readers. 
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In 1922, American women had only been able to vote in a single presidential election, and were otherwise so 
absent from the halls of power that women's washrooms were an afterthought in many public buildings. 


Nevertheless, George saw a future in which women had entered all sectors of the U.S. workforce. "The year 2022 
will probably see a large number of women in Congress, a great many on the judicial bench, many in civil service 
posts and perhaps some in the Presidents'Cabinet," he wrote. 


As the world enters 2022, women represent about 25 per cent of the current U.S. Senate and Congress, whereas 
countries such as Finland can boast coalition governments composed entirely of female party leaders. 
Unfortunately, George wouldn't come close to the era he seemed to know so well: Just two years after penning his 
predictions for 2022, he would die at the age of 43. |@COPYRIGHT=© 2021 Postmedia Network Inc. All rights 
reserved. 
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Stephane Mahe, Reuters Files/; Mgm; From top: In 1922, novelist W.L. George predicted atomic energy would be 
harnessed; Bettmann Archive, Getty Images; 1979's Soylent Green depicted overpopulation and food riots; Nicolas 
Tucat, Afp Via Getty Images; George said commercial flight would be commonplace and transport trucks would 
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